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Donald Trump has won a victory even more stunning than his upset defeat of Hillary Clinton 

eight years ago. Two impeachments, relentless lawfare and innumerable criminal charges, two 

assassination attempts, and an unceasing chorus of the nationôs most powerful media calling him 

a ñfascistò could not stop Trump. In the teeth of all that adversity, Trump has only grown 

stronger. And now he has the symbolic yet potent mandate of a popular-vote majority.  

 

That majority adds psychological force that makes the Trump revolution cultural as well as 

political. Before, it was easy for Trumpôs critics to believe his 2016 victory was a fluke. They 

might have to deal with its consequences, including the impetus his election gave to a populist 

turn within the institutions of the conservative movement. But once Trump was out of office, 

those institutions would sooner or later revert to their former character. After all, populism didnôt 

have money behind it. If it didnôt have people, either, it wouldnôt be around for long.  

 

But now thereôs a Trump majority. The Trump movement isnôt some rogue ideological faction or 

a personality cult only interested in its celebrity leader. Trump and Trumpism speak to, and for, 

Americaôs democratic majority. Every institution of American life, conservative or otherwise, has 

to adjust to that.  

 

Trump has shattered the laws of political physics. Realignments that had already begun as a result 

of Trumpôs earlier success are accelerating. To appreciate the magnitude of what Trump achieved 

in this election, look beyond the states he wonðin blue state after blue state Trump made 

enormous, often double-digit gains. He made deep inroads into the Hispanic vote, particularly 

among men. Meanwhile, neoconservatives who held out hope of retaking the commanding 

heights of the Republican party if Trump was defeated have little choice now but to accept a place 

in the Democratic coalition. But they may not be comfortable there, either, as Democrats crack up 

over Israelôs war with Hamas. 

  

This does not mean that four years from now the Republican nominee will be competitive in 

every blue state or will win a majority of Hispanics, and it certainly doesnôt mean that the GOP 

will be without a hawkish wing and some ostensibly pro-Trump neoconservative influences. The 

changes that Trump brings about are not necessarily linear. But they will afford opportunities 

hardly imaginable before this point. And J.D. Vance is well-equipped to make the most of them in 

2028.  

 

Although foreign policy was not votersô top priority either this year or when Trump first won the 

presidency, war and the way leaders in both parties respond to it -- or fail to respond -- establishes 

conditions conducive to ideological mutation. How Trump handles the crises in Ukraine and the 

Middle East that he inherits from President Biden will be a watershed. Democrats who were 

reluctant to criticize U.S. support for Israel while that support was coming from the Biden-Harris 

administration will now hammer Trump over Israelôs actions. Can Trump make good on the faith 

placed in him both by Arab-American voters in Michigan and by ardent supporters of Israel? Can 

the green shoots of a return to realism in Republican foreign policy survive the burdens of 

responsibility that the wars in the Middle East and Ukraine impose? The wars themselves may not 

be Americaôs responsibility, but the administration will face tough choices about what not to do 

as well as what to do.   

 

The possibility of wide-ranging new tariffs exists alongside the possibility that the Federal 

Reserve may be audited and compelled to answer to the public by the new administration. Moves 

in either of these directions would send shockwaves through Wall Street. Could the Trump 

administration be skillful enough to remake the fiscal and monetary systems without causing 
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panic? If not, what milder measures could the administration undertake that would still address 

trade imbalances and inflation? Trump is open to considering a much wider range of possibilities 

than conventional politicians would dare to imagine, and even if his administration doesnôt avail 

itself of those possibilities, the mere fact the president would consider them will redraw the 

boundaries of policy discourse in Washington and beyond. 

 

The president will be confronted by stiff opposition within the federal bureaucracy as well as 

from Democrats in Congress. He should not flinch from forcing reform on the administrative state 

and dismantling entire departments of the federal government. In this too, Trump can be 

transformative. His experiences during his first term with leaks and policy sabotage originating 

from the bureaucracy should inform his handling of the civil service this time. It has been a power 

unto itself for far too long, and it has pursued not a disinterested agenda in the service of the 

public but a partisan agenda in the service of liberal elites. 

 

New electoral maps, new issue coalitions, a new balance of power within the executive branch --

all of these are just some of the domestic effects of Trumpôs triumph. It also has the potential to 

inspire, or amplify, such changes all around the world. The precedent Trump has set is not only 

one that populist parties in Europe and elsewhere will take to heart. Mainstream parties that until 

now had looked to elite liberal opinion in the United States for guidance and guidelines will 

henceforth have to do some new thinking of their own, incorporating something of Trumpism into 

their dealings with America and perhaps into their politics at home. Emmanuel Macron joined 

Benjamin Netanyahu as the first of the worldôs leaders to congratulate Trump on X last night. 

 

The political and cultural aftershocks of Trumpôs victory will not by themselves be enough to 

make the new administration a success -- much hard work and resilience in the face of inevitable 

setbacks will be necessary, as in more pedestrian administrations.  

 

There is also a need for conservatives outside of government to answer the call the moment 

presents to be both creative and disciplined. The right needs renovation, including in the way it 

approaches art and literature. Just as Trump has shown that a new majority can be forged in 

battles no one else would dare fight, the right may be capable of achieving greater things in the 

realm of culture and philosophy than it has so far been brave enough to imagine. Whatôs needed is 

not just a Trumpist or populist cultural program though Hulk Hogan certainly has his place in 

Americaôs affections but a cultural program as bold as Trumpôs political challenge to the obsolete 

elite.  

 

Trump should reawaken conservativesô spirit of endeavor. Because he has dared greatly and 

succeeded. 

 

Daniel McCarthy is the editor of Modern Age: A Conservative Review and a contributing editor 

of The American Conservative. His writing has appeared in the New York Times, USA Today, 

the Spectator, the National Interest, Reason, and many other publications. Outside of journalism 

he has worked as internet communications coordinator for the Ron Paul 2008 presidential 

campaign and as senior editor of ISI Books. He is a graduate of Washington University in St. 

Louis, where he studied classics. Follow him on Twitter. Daniel McCarthy. This article first 

appeared in Reason on November 6, 2024.  

 

  

 

https://modernagejournal.com/
https://twitter.com/ToryAnarchist
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/author/daniel-mccarthy/
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  THIS WEEK                                                                                            
SEE PAGE 7 

 

AN IRRITATING  BUSY WEEK 

 

SLO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 
NEW SHERIFFôS DEPUTY CONTRACT  

 

NEW PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 

CHANGE ORDERS 
 

COUNTYôS FISCAL YEAR 2025-26 AND MULTI -YEAR 

FINANCIAL FORECAST                                                                
REVENUE EXPENDITURE GAPS ENDEMIC 

 

CENTRAL COAST COMMUNITY ENERGY TO BRIEF 

BOARD ON AUTOMATIC CUTOVER FROM PG&E ON 

JANUARY 1, 2025 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THEIR RENEWABLE ENERGY CLAIMS 

SEE SPECIAL BACKGROUND SECT ION 

ADDENDUM I - PAGE 46 
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     RETAIL POT SHOPS IN THE UNINCORPORATED COUNTY                                       

IS THE JUICE WORTH THE SQUEEZE? 
 

   DEVELOPMENT & BUILDING FEE INCREASES FOR 2025  
 

CENTRAL COAST COMMUNITY ENERGY                                   
 

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROMISED FOR THE FUTURE     

ACTUALLY DECREASED OVER PAST 2 YEARS 
 

SLO APCD  

                                                                                           
MILLIONS  IN PATRONAGE                                                                             

FOR WOOD STOVES, EV CHARGERS, ELECTRIC SCHOOL 

BUSES & HOME AIR FILT ERS 
 

LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION  
 

DANA RESERVE ANNEXATION TO NIPOMO CSD                               

LAST WICKET FOR IMPORTANT PROJECT 
 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION   

 
CERTIFICATION OF LOS OSOS PLAN KICKED 6 MONTHS  

COUNTY REQUESTED THE EXTENSION  
 

 

LAST WEEK                                                                                          
SEE PAGE 34 

 

NO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

 

OTHER AGENCIES OFF UNTIL NEXT WEEK  

 

NOVEMBER 5
TH

 ELECTION DAY  COMPLETED     
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EMERGENT ISSUES                                                                          

SEE PAGE 34 
 

 

CALIFORNIAôS CORRUPT AIR BOARD AND THE 

GREAT CALIFORNIA SHAKEDOWN                                                           
THIS IS A MASSIVE REDISTRIBUTION OF PRIVATE 

SECTOR WEALTH 
  

CALIFORNIAôS WAR ON AGRICULTURE  

CONSUMERS ARE THE COLLATERAL DAMAGE IN THIS WAR                                                                                                                   
BY ANDY CALDWELL  

 

THE DAILY CHART: BEHIND THOSE 

STAGGERING TRUMP NUMBERS 
 

STATEWIDE  BALLOT MEASURES RESULTS   
 

COLAB IN DEPTH                                                                          
SEE PAGE 41  

 

THE ELECTIONôS BIG LOSER IS THE 

DEMOCRATSô NARRATIVE                                                      
WHAT THE ELECTION WAS REALLY ABOUT  

BY BRUCE THORNTON   
 

THE THIRD WORLDIZATION OF AMERICA                                
IF WE DONôT WANT TO END UP LIKE THE THIRD WORLD, ITôS 

TIME FOR US TO STOP BEING RULED BY IT 
 BY DANIEL GREENFIELD   

 

https://www.frontpagemag.com/author/bruce-thornton/
https://www.frontpagemag.com/author/daniel-greenfield/
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SPONSORS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEKôS HIGHLIGHTS                 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, November 12, 2024 (Scheduled)  

 

Submittal of a resolution approving 1) the January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2026, 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the County of San Luis Obispo and the 
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Sworn Deputy Sheriffsô Association (SDSA) Sworn Law Enforcement Unit, Bargaining Unit 

(BU) 27; 2) the January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2026, MOU between the County and 

SDSA Sworn Law Enforcement Supervisory Unit, BU28; and 3) amendments to the San 

Luis Obispo County Employees Retirement Plan Appendices.  The Board will take public 

action on a new labor contract with Sworn Law Enforcement that represents approximately 144 

employees in the classifications of Deputy Sheriff, Sheriffôs Senior, and Sheriffôs Sergeant. The 

report indicates that the County is having trouble retaining and recruiting positions in these 

classifications. Key new costs to the Budget are displayed on the tables below. 

 
 

 
 

 

Item 19 - Request to: 1) approve Change Order No. 08 with Diani Building Corp. in the 

amount of $704,458 to procure furniture, fixtures, and equipment (FF&E) and to install the 

procured FF&E at the currently under -construction Public Safety Communications Center 

and at three remote towers all in support of the Public Safety Communication Center 

Project (WBS 320061); and 2) submittal of a resolution making additional findings pursuant 

to Public Contract Code Section 3400 designating products by specific brand or trade name 

for Communications Equipment compatibility with existing County IT equipment; and 3) 

authorize the Director of Public Works, or designee, to approve change orders for a total 
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contingency amount up to $2,000,000, increasing such contingency by $500,000 from the 

current $1,500,000 level.  The project has increased in cost since originally approved.  

 

The Public Safety Communications Center Project, formerly referred to as the Co-Located 

Dispatch Project (WBS 320061) (Project), was established in FY 13-14 with the purpose of 

building a facility which will co-locate Countywide emergency dispatch services and manage 

emergency medical and 911 calls for fire and law enforcement using the Design-Build project 

delivery method. On August 23, 2022, your Board awarded a Design-Build contract to Diani 

Building Corp. (Diani) in the amount of $23,462,458 to design and construct the dispatch facility 

at the North County Regional Center in Templeton. Construction of the Project commenced in 

early 2024 and is expected to continue through completion in late 2025.  
 

 

The write-up states that the project is still within the original overall Budget. Funds  for 

communications equipment and its installation that were originally to be expended by the 

County will be transferred to the building contractor for these purposes,  
 

Co-Located Dispatch Center has a current budget of $39,922,358, funded by $25,250,000 in 

Bond Proceeds, $8,469,554 in Fire Public Facility Fees, $2,285,816 in Law Public Facility Fees, 

$2,426,767 from Proposition 172 Public Safety Revenue, $1,181,726 from the General 

Government Building Replacement Reserve Designation, and $308,495 in General Fund. There is 

currently no recognized funding gap for this project. The proposed change order will be funded 

by existing project FF&E funds that were originally planned to be used for direct County 

purchases. There will be no change to the total amount of the project budget of $39,922,358.  

 

 

Item 26 - Consideration of a report regarding the Countyôs Fiscal Year 2025-26 and Multi-

Year financial forecast.  This is one of the most important reports received by the Board each 

year, as it provides a Budget forecast for the next 3 fiscal years. The County is generally 

experiencing faster expenditure growth than the natural growth of its major revenues. Labor costs, 

including salaries, pensions, and pressure to add staffing are significant components. Also the 

County continues to expand contractual services with for profit and not-for-profit  health, mental 

health, homeless serving entities, and affordable  housing developers. These are largely funded by 

State and Federal programs; however, they are usually one-time or limited to a period of a few 

years. This means they are subject to State Legislative and Congressional policy.  

 

Typically, the staff is conservatively forecasting a higher revenue/expenditure gap (which they 

call a deficit) than actually occurs by Budget adoption time in June.
1
 Slightly higher growth in 

revenues, combined with leaving some approved positions vacant, generally meliorate the gap 

allowing the Board to adopt a balanced Budget without significant service cuts. Some years ago 

the County adopted a fairly extensive set of policies to control for years that have an impending 

revenue expenditure gap.) 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Calling a prospective gap a deficit is a mislabel. A deficit occurs when a jurisdiction ends the fiscal year with more 

expenditures than revenues and reserves. In California, a county may not legally incur a deficit. 
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The write-up also presents several alternate analyses that forecast the situation if the County adds 

more staff than typically (about 22 per year), a recession occurs, property tax does not grow, etc. 

 

While the report considers State and national economic conditions and forecasts, it does not link 

to the Countyôs economic development program. This is too bad, since one reason to operate an 

economic development program is make decisions that grow parts of the economy that benefit 

property tax, sales tax, hotel tax, and job expansion. For example, what is the status of the plan 

proffered 5 years ago to build a 5-Star luxury resort on the former Chevron site overlooking Avila 

Bay? What are the possibilities for the Phillips 66 site, which is now being decommissioned? 

What about horse racing with para-mutual betting. What about a medical school at Cal Poly? 

What about clearing the deck for more launches and private expansion at Vandenberg? What 
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about promoting 5-star resorts in wine country? How is the Countyôs feasibility study on off shore 

wind coming?   

 

Item 27 - It is recommended that the Board receive an update from Central Coast 

Community Energy (3CE) and provide staff direction, as necessary.  The cut over from 

PG&E is set for January 1, 2025. The 3CE staff will present a PowerPoint detailing its 

community outreach efforts and explaining the opt out procedures. The presentation is primarily 

composed of propaganda about the benefits of 3CE. Of course, no countervailing formation will 

be presented, as PG&E has been forbidden by the California Public Utilities Commission to 

present any. In this regard, please see Addendum I on page 46 that contains information that the 

Board majority ignored and suppressed when it voted to join 3CE. Also see the 3CE Operations 

Board item on its decline in renewable energy on page 24.  

 

MATTERS AFTER 1:30 PM 
 
 

 

Item 29 - Request to receive and file a report on the consideration of an amendment to the 

land use ordinance to allow for Cannabis Retail Storefront Dispensaries and provide staff 

direction as necessary.  Last December the Board directed staff to analyze the feasibility of 

allowing retail cannabis dispensaries, - that is retail shops accessible to the public. Currently the 

County allows only delivery service dispensaries. The  staff analyzed the practices in other nearby 

cities and counties that allow the dispensaries. Key issues include: 

 

 
The staff developed a continuum of less severe to more restrictive standards on these items and 

seeks Board direction. 
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Is the juice worth the squeeze?  The original reason for considering the issue was to generate 

more taxes for the County. The report does not contain any projections of what could be                                   

generated under the different scenarios. This would seem to be an important consideration, 

 

A new issue that emerged this year, which was not part of the original assignment, is on site 

consumption. Recently, some jurisdictions have been considering this possibility. How does this 

impact the neighborhood and potential revenues? Obviously, to have full service bars with 

alcohol, cannabis, and fancy desserts would be the most successful. It is not clear if the State will 

allow jurisdictions to consider these. Obviously, some nice chewy cannabis candies, a cup of 

cappuccino, a nice bottle of Zinfandel, and a soft lighting environment with Renaissance music in 

the background would end a perfect evening. If youôre going to go, why not go all the way? Both 

the State and locals, after legalizing the stuff,  have been so policy constipated that itôs been a 

waste in many places. After all, a fortified concrete dispensary with no windows and an armed 

security guard at the door is not so enticing. 

 

In fact, what if existing restaurants were allowed to serve it? Isnôt all the hoopla about distance 

separation, schools, and drug treatment centers really just a hypocritical cover? Box Car Willy 

isnôt ordering the Zin. Little Miss Muffat isnôt walking over from Kamala Harris Elementary at 

recess to score a lid.   
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An immediate problem is that the P&B Department says it lacks the resources to undertake the 

development of an ordinance, etc.  Is everyone back from COVID land and now working in the 

office? As an alternative, former Planning staffer and now prominent development advisor Jamie 

Kirk Jones could probably work up a proposed ordinance in a week or so as a consultant, 

expediting the matter and saving months of fiddling around as well as tens of thousands of 

dollars.   

 

Item  30 - Hearing to consider an ordinance implementing the County Fee Schedule "A" for 

Calendar Year 2025 and Fee Schedule "B" for Fiscal Year 2025-26.  The A La Carte lists 

presented below are the result of a governmental movement begun in the 1960s to charge 

developers and builders fees to cover the costs of the regulatory departments that oversee safety 

and adherence to the land use regulations. The Fire Department, Planning & Building 

Department, Public Health Department and to some extent the Sheriff (with respect to security 

design and cannabis), and the public Works Department are the primary ones responsible for 

various segments of development oversight.  

 

The underlying theory is that developers and builders will pay the costs of being regulated and 

then pass these on in the price of the up zoned land, buildings, and amenities to the new residents. 

More specifically, the theory postulates that the new owners, tenants, and customers will thus pay 

for new development rather than all taxpayers. One problem is that this system suppresses new 

development, especially homes and apartments. Aided and abetted by the State, 

environmentalists, and socialists, the system inn California has gone out of control and created a 

housing crises problem among others.  

 

The system also hides the true cost of government from the citizens. Instead of this thicket of 

overlapping and confusing fees, why not be honest and charge the new owners and customers the 

cost of administering this massive and hidden tax?  

 

Simply charge a ñfeeò on homes, commercial development, industrial development, and all other 

structures etc. That way the people will know how costly the regulations are to administer and can 

judge their county supervisors, city councils, and State legislators accurately. If the new $600,000 

home has a 15%  fee of $90,000,  everyone will know the truth. 

 

Of course, now the cost of these fees that are buried in the price of a home or other development 

are included in the mortgage. Thus, not only are people paying the cost for the fees, but the 

interest over decades.  

 

This is a  hidden shameful government racquet that should be reformed and made explicit. 

 

Some of the fee tables, including increases and decreases, are displayed below. Just look at how 

high these fees are already: 

 

Fire Fees 

 

Many of these are being slightly reduced. Does that mean that people paid too much in the past?  
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Planning and Building Fees 
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