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COUNTY’S ADAM HILL MUSCLES GROVER BEACH      

 

Not surprisingly, during the regular Monday, December 17, 2013, Grover Beach City Council 
meeting, the Council voted 4/1 to remove Mayor Debbie Peterson from the San Luis Obispo 
County Air Pollution Control District (APCD) Board of Directors and replace her with 
Councilwoman Karen Bright. Last summer County Supervisor Adam Hill pressured the Council 
to remove Peterson, but the vote failed 3/2 after considerable community outcry. Hill and his 
ideological buddy, Supervisor Bruce Gibson, are unhappy with Peterson because she supports 
off-road vehicle recreation in the dunes and asks tough questions at APCD meetings about 
efforts to restrict and ultimately shut it down.  She also questions new fees and fee increases. 
With the accession of Bright to the APCD Board, Governor Brown’s newly appointed 
Supervisor, Caren Ray, emerges as a crucial vote on many APCD matters, including dunes 
recreation, greenhouse gas regulations and related fees, and the tenure of the current Air 
Pollution Control Officer (the administrative chief of the agency). Her position on dunes 
regulations, fees, and the related economic future of the entire South County could be a decisive 
factor in the election this June. 

Hill Jumps Ugly - Jersey Style:  In a move right out of the HBO gangster show, “The 
Sopranos,” Hill reportedly showed up before the meeting started and placed “Adam Hill” bronze 
medallions on the Council dais in front of each of each council member’s place.  
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As one local noted, at least he didn’t give each council member a dead fish wrapped in a San 
Luis Obispo Tribune.  

 More astonishingly and problematically, an elected civilian legislator, in a medium sized 
rural/suburban county renown for agriculture, tourism, and beautiful residences (not Jersey City), 
has spent money (from his office budget?) to cast bronze medallions with the County seal on the 
front and  with his name on the back. He then has the hubris (as if he were a four star general in a 
combat zone) to hand these out.  It’s not as if he were General Schwarzkopf recognizing 
extraordinary soldiers.  Worse yet, and in the case of the Grover Council meeting, they were 
used as a threat to compel a political result. At best, this is a lack of taste and class. At worst, it 
was an apparently successful attempt to bully a small town city council into betraying its citizens 
because its mayor has the courage to stand up for local values and an economy that would help 
preserve jobs and families. 

Political Blackmail:  There is no doubt that this is Supervisor Hill’s purpose. In one of the most 
tasteless and shabby (and perhaps illegal) actions we have observed in over four decades. Hill 
also handed out a tally sheet displaying the dollar amounts of small time grants which he has 
provided over recent years to the Grover Beach community. The raw power implication: “If you 
don’t take the Mayor off the APCD, I’ll cut you off.” Clearly and at this point (and even if 
Mayor Peterson was totally incompetent - which is manifestly not the case), the Council should 
have unanimously reappointed her and vehemently rejected Hill’s sleazy ploy. The Grover 
Beach voters will have to deal with the betrayal by their City Council. 

Another Problem for the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors:  The bigger 
problem, with county-wide implications, is what the other four County Supervisors will do about 
yet another lapse of integrity and judgment among its members. How can the other supervisors 
tolerate such bullying? Will candidates who are running for election or reelection accept 
endorsements and support from a colleague who commits such blatantly corrupt and vile acts?  

The tally sheet handed out by Hill is displayed below. It is chump change of the worse kind. 
Why would Hill pass out this chart at the same council meeting at which the APCD appointment 
decision was to be made? It’s all too obvious. 

 

SEE CHART ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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You’d roll for this? 
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