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                                      COLAB San Luis Obispo COUNTY 

NEWS FLASH                                
WEDNESDAY JUNE 18, 2014, 9:35 AM 

The San Luis Obispo County Superior Court denied a request for an injunction to suspend the County’s 

Urgency Ordinance and Moratorium on new wells and development in the Paso Basin.  The issue will 

now have to move through the regular litigation process. Note that Judge Tangeman is the judge who 

denied COLABS petition on the illegality of the County’s Smart Growth Plan adoption. 

 The San Luis Obispo Tribune reported at 9:00 AM on Wednesday June 18, 2014: 

Judge denies request to suspend ordinance 

prohibiting new Paso Robles basin pumping 

Superior Court Judge Martin Tangeman has denied a request to suspend the county’s two-year 
ordinance that prohibits any new pumping from the Paso Robles groundwater basin. 

In a tentative ruling, Tangeman denied a request by the group Paso Robles Water Integrity 

Network (PR-WIN) for a stay or preliminary injunction on the county’s emergency ordinance. 

Tangeman is expected to affirm his tentative ruling at a hearing today. 

“Petitioner has not shown that it is likely to succeed on the merits, nor that the interim harm that 

petitioner is likely to sustain if the injunction is denied is greater than the resulting harm if the 

injunction issues,” Tangeman wrote in his ruling. 

On Aug. 23 of last year, the Board of Supervisors passed an emergency measure that prohibited 

the new planting or expansion of crops in the basin as well as the conversion of dry land farming 

or grazing land to irrigated agriculture and any new development that would cause more water to 

be pumped from the basin. The ordinance expires in August of 2015. 

PR-WIN sued the county in an effort to have the ordinance thrown out. They argued that they 

would sustain significant and irreparable harm if the ordinance is allowed to stay in place. 

The county argued that the ordinance is justified given the crisis in the 505,000-acre water basin 

east of Paso Robles. Residents and vintners in the basin report significantly dropping water 

levels and the need to drill expensive, deeper wells to find water. 

In his ruling, Tangeman said PR-WIN failed to show proof that the ordinance would harm them. 

He also noted that counties have the authority to regulate groundwater for the public welfare in 

the midst of a severe drought.“In the absence of evidence establishing actual harm which will be 

suffered by petitioner, no balancing can occur and no relief is available.” 

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2013/11/26/2805000/paso-robles-groundwater-basin.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2013/08/27/2654250/emergency-paso-groundwater-ordinance.html
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