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THIS WEEK 

 

BOS MEETING LITE - NO BIG POLICY  

 

SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION - CANNABIS  
MONDAY NOVEMBER 19

TH
 - 11:00 AM 

 

LAST WEEK 

  

NO BOS MEETING  

 

LAFCO EXTENDS EPC WATER DISTRICT FOR 2 

YEARS                                                                                               

(sO LONG AS COUNTY NOT OUTVOTED ON BASINWIDE GSA) 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION WORKING HARD ON 

MARIJUANA REG REVISIONS                                              
IS A MARIJUANA FARM LIKE A HOG RANCH?                                               

HOW FAR SHOULD THEY BE FROM RESIDENCES? 

 

APCD APPOINTS COUNSEL                                                 
ALSO HEARS THAT DUNES DUST MEASURES HAVEN’T HAD MUCH IMPACT 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                                                    
SEE PAGE 7 

 

Who can argue with these results?  

By Andy Caldwell 
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BUTTE COUNTY REFUGEE TENT CITY AT A WALMART 

 

California's Devastating Fires Are Man-Caused -- But 

Not In the Way They Tell Us 

 By Chuck DeVore 

  

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, November 20, 2018 (Scheduled) 

In General:  There are no major policy items on this agenda , except for the Executive Session 

where matters pertaining to the PG&E closure mitigation payments as well as labor negotiations 

are listed for consideration.  

  

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

No Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, November 13, 2018 (Not Scheduled) 

 

Tuesday, November 13, was the day after Veterans Day. The Board does not usually meet on the 

day following a major holiday. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.latimes.com/resizer/lWga-JzgPRkNBtxpnyhq5rvY8Ho=/1400x0/www.trbimg.com/img-5bedeb9e/turbine/la-lb-media-3065172_me_1114_campfire_mwy_0499-20181115-135631/900&imgrefurl=http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-california-fires-woolsey-hill-camp-tent-city-evacuees-told-they-must-move-1542319081-htmlstory.html&docid=0gyAmWxG28LkEM&tbnid=WiIQg5TuHEHDDM:&vet=10ahUKEwiBjYLzgNreAhWPCHwKHbEtD5gQMwiZASgSMBI..i&w=1400&h=933&bih=643&biw=1366&q=walmart chico tent city&ved=0ahUKEwiBjYLzgNreAhWPCHwKHbEtD5gQMwiZASgSMBI&iact=mrc&uact=8
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San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District Meeting of Wednesday, November 

14, 2018 (Completed) 

 

In General:  The meeting was pretty much devoted to housekeeping and routine reports.  

Item B-1: Consideration of Appointment of a New Legal Counsel.  The Board appointed the 

law firm of Adams, Moroski, Maddan, and Cumberland & Green. The action was necessitated by 

the retirement of current Counsel Ray Biering. 

Biering served as Counsel for the APCD, LAFCO, and County Solid Waste Authority. 

 

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) Meeting of Thursday, November 15, 2018 

(Completed)  

Item A-2: Approval of a contract for Legal Services.  The LAFCO Commission picked 

attorney Brian Pierik of the law firm of Burke, Williams, and Sorensen as its legal counsel to 

replace the retiring Ray Biering. They then promptly lobbed  complex questions about the 

potential legal downside of extending the life of the EPC Water District per Item B-1 

immediately  below. Wisely, Attorney  Pierik told them he would have to have time to research 

the matter. 

Item B-1: Condition Compliance Report for the  Estrella - El Pomar - Creston (EPC) 

Water District.  After a long and confusing presentation, several question periods, substantial 

public comment, and confusing deliberations, the Commission voted 4/3 (Arnold, Compton, 

Fonzi, and Waage – yes;  Eby, Murray, and Ochylski – no) to extend the life of the district for 2 

years and require a new Condition Compliance Report at the end of the period. It also directed its 

new Counsel to analyze whether the continued activation of the district could change the voting 

formula amongst the various government entities in the Paso Basin on the State required plan to 

bring the water basin into balance. 

A change in the formula based on participation by the EPC could potentially place the County in 

a minority position. In effect (and if the City of Paso joined with the water districts), the City and 

a few score property owners would have control of water planning in the basin, which could 

disenfranchise over 5000 other overliers – many of the same overliers who rejected the approval 

of the basinwide AB 2453 water district proposed several years ago. 

The LAFCO staff had recommended unconditional and permanent confirmation of the EPC. The 

three dissenting Commissioners supported the staff recommendation. 

Background:  LAFCO condition Number 11 for the approval of the  EPC requires that it 

become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) pursuant to the State Groundwater 

Management Act of 2014. It has met many other conditions that were set by LAFCO for its 
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approval. It had one year to meet all the conditions, including Number 11 (becoming a GSA), 

which it did not meet. Therefore LAFCO was required to consider an extension.  

Earlier this year the Board of Supervisors rejected the designation of the EPC as a GSA in a State 

law required vote under which the Board has discretion whether or not to cede its water 

management authority to a new government entity. The vote was 3/2, with the Board majority 

expressing various concerns about the ultimate potential of the EPC to get into the water 

banking, export, and credit wheeling businesses. EPC Board members have repeatedly and 

vigorously denied any such intent.  

It turns out that provisions of the LAFCO approval of the formation of the EPC Water District 

allow it to continue to operate if it enters into a management agreement with an existing GSA. It 

has now entered into such an agreement with the existing Shandon San Juan Water District, 

which is a GSA. We wonder if this provision was sufficiently highlighted back when LAFCO 

first approved formation of the EPC. Did some of the Commissioners feel burned? If they did , 

they didn’t say so. 

The LAFCO staff, knowing that this is a contentious issue, provided the Commission with 2 

choices as well a 3
rd

 open ended ability to craft its own solution. 

  

The staff report notes: 

  

 

Planning Commission Meeting of Friday, November 16, 2018 (Completed and Continued) – 

Note that this Meeting is not on the usual Thursday Rotation – LAFCO had already 

reserved the Meeting Room for Thursday.  

Initially there were no items of major policy on this agenda. It had consisted of requests for use 

permits for single family residences and cell towers. However, and as noted on last week’s 

Planning Commission information, the complex and convoluted issue of amending the County’s 
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cannabis regulations was added. The Commission ran out of time at its November 8, 2018 

meeting and after considerable discussion continued the matter to this meeting. 

Item 1: Revisions to the Cannabis Regulation Ordinance.  Because the regulation of 

marijuana is a whole new and complicated field, it was expected that the original regulations 

would have to be modified over time as the staff and people in the industry gained practical 

experience. The staff and Planning Commission are parsing through the complex 53-page 

ordinance one page at a time. 

 

The Commission is under pressure to finish and provide a recommendation to the Board of 

Supervisors for its December 4
th

 meeting. The long Thanksgiving Holiday weekend further adds 

to the stress. The leading Planner on the case was pushing the Commission along with sharp 

comments in response to muddled questions. 

 

While the general tone of the revisions is to add clarity and reasonableness, the Commission 

seemed to be having some buyer’s remorse about some matters that were believed to have been 

settled previously. For example the County originally adopted a provision that marijuana 

facilities must be separated by 1000 feet from sensitive areas, such as schools, playgrounds, 

parks, etc. (defined as sensitive receptors). However, a grow can be located within 100 ft. of a 

residence. 

 

Several speakers and then some of the Commissioners were asking why a residence is not a 

sensitive receptor?  It was even suggested by several public speakers that , since the County’s 

zoning requires that hog ranches be one mile from residences,  the current limitations should be 

extended. The staff answered that the law did not include residences, which really doesn’t 

answer the question. 

 

There seems to be a degree of confusion about multiple activities (cultivation, processing, 

delivery base) etc.), combined on one site. Also there are questions about operating delivery 

services out of private homes. Since it is an all cash business, are neighborhoods likely to 

experience more crime? 

 

Hoop Houses were discussed at length. In the end the Commission asked why hoop houses used 

for marijuana cultivation should be subjected to more severe regulations than hoop houses for 

other crops?    

 

The annotated changes in the current work in progress  re-revised ordinance can be reviewed at 

the site below: 

 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9306/MDFfSW5sYW5kIFB1Ymxp

YyBIZWFyaW5nIERyYWZ0X0ZJTi5wZGY=/12/n/100868.doc  

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9306/MDFfSW5sYW5kIFB1YmxpYyBIZWFyaW5nIERyYWZ0X0ZJTi5wZGY=/12/n/100868.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9306/MDFfSW5sYW5kIFB1YmxpYyBIZWFyaW5nIERyYWZ0X0ZJTi5wZGY=/12/n/100868.doc
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COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER 

UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES AND FORCES  
 

 

  
A BUTTE COUNTY REFUGEE TENT CITY AT A WALMART 

   
A SYRIAN REFUGEE CAMP  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.latimes.com/resizer/lWga-JzgPRkNBtxpnyhq5rvY8Ho=/1400x0/www.trbimg.com/img-5bedeb9e/turbine/la-lb-media-3065172_me_1114_campfire_mwy_0499-20181115-135631/900&imgrefurl=http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-california-fires-woolsey-hill-camp-tent-city-evacuees-told-they-must-move-1542319081-htmlstory.html&docid=0gyAmWxG28LkEM&tbnid=WiIQg5TuHEHDDM:&vet=10ahUKEwiBjYLzgNreAhWPCHwKHbEtD5gQMwiZASgSMBI..i&w=1400&h=933&bih=643&biw=1366&q=walmart chico tent city&ved=0ahUKEwiBjYLzgNreAhWPCHwKHbEtD5gQMwiZASgSMBI&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://uconn-today-universityofconn.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/iStock_000047902180_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=https://today.uconn.edu/2015/11/syrian-refugee-crisis-continues-to-capture-worlds-attention/&docid=kqJ8rPgDl5GAnM&tbnid=lXJCebafoQjBnM:&vet=10ahUKEwiYnvHKhtreAhXPITQIHdBRAUUQMwitASg-MD4..i&w=4200&h=2800&bih=643&biw=1366&q=syrian refugee crisis&ved=0ahUKEwiYnvHKhtreAhXPITQIHdBRAUUQMwitASg-MD4&iact=mrc&uact=8
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A Los Angeles Homeless Camp 

 

Who can argue with these results?  

By Andy Caldwell 

Paradise has been lost. That is, the town of Paradise in Northern 

California, and the paradise that once was referred to as the California 

dream. Both have gone up in smoke by way of experiments gone awry.  

While in the midst of yet another season of deadly wildfires, the state of 

California has done virtually nothing to remove the 129 million dead trees 

waiting to go up in smoke by way of the next conflagration.  

 

The hands-off approach to forest management has proven to be an 

unmitigated disaster. Nevertheless, organizations like Forest Watch and 

politicians like Rep. Salud Carbajal and state Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson 

prefer to protect the fuel instead of the people as California goes up in 

flames.  

 

So, what turned the California dream into a nightmare, as evidenced that 

more people leave this state than are coming our way? Our founding 

fathers wanted each and every state to be a laboratory of democracy. Each 

state being free to experiment, assuming they would be held accountable 

by their own constituency based on either the success or failure of the 

same. Unfortunately, despite the fact that the California experiment is 

failing badly for most people, most of the electorate is either shielded or  

too dumbed-down to repudiate the same.  

 

Specifically, the people who completely control politics in this state, the 

Bay Area elite, are shielded from the likes of water shortages, high 

unemployment, wildfires and gang wars. They can afford the high cost of 

living here because they are living in a financial bubble, courtesy of the 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/KbTSDuQET94/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbTSDuQET94&docid=UEmZrfvaH58soM&tbnid=--xUOh4H6GpYuM:&vet=10ahUKEwiv8szuhNreAhUQAnwKHV-_AqAQMwhkKBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=los angeles homeless population&ved=0ahUKEwiv8szuhNreAhUQAnwKHV-_AqAQMwhkKBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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California's Devastating Fires Are Man-Caused -- But 

Not In The Way They Tell Us 

 By Chuck DeVore 

 
California is once again on fire. Northern California’s Carr Fire has killed six people, two of 

them firefighters, and continues to burn out of control, claiming more than 700 homes and about 

100,000 acres. 

Silicon valley. The poor in Los Angeles, the other numerical bulwark of 

all things progressive, on the other hand, don't know any better. Too many 

of them came from third-world hell holes which, in comparison, makes 

them somewhat grateful to be living here. They continue to eke out their 

existence, hoping things will be better for their kids.  

 

In the meantime, in a state completely dominated by Democrats at every 

level of government, California has the most debt ($1 trillion in pension 

debt alone), high taxes, expensive housing, costly regulations, the most 

punitive litigious business climate, severe water shortages, perennial 

deadly fire cycles, the nation's worst traffic congestion, failing 

infrastructure, the most welfare cases in the country, poorly performing 

schools, a huge number of homeless people, more than 100,000 gang 

members, the most lenient laws and punishment against both serious 

crimes and petty crimes, the worst jail over-crowding and, well, you get 

the picture, and you certainly feel the impacts of all of the above.  

 

Yet, the voters keep electing the same people from the same party over 

and over. They are therefore getting the quality of life, the government, 

the services and the protection that they deserve. Whereas our state 

government continues to sue the Trump administration on this or that, 

none of these dream-killing policy impacts emanate from the Trump 

administration, or from the Republican Party, for that matter. The Dems 

have been in full control for quite some time, and the results are in.  
 

Andy Caldwell is the executive director of COLAB and host of The Andy 

Caldwell Radio Show, weekdays from 3-5 p.m., on News-Press AM 1290. 

This article first appeared on the Editorial Page of the Santa Barbara 

News Press. 
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As a citizen-soldier in the California Army National Guard for two decades, I often heard the 

gallows humor quip that California’s four seasons were: flood, fire, earthquake and riot. 

But, what was once an expected part of living in the Golden State is now blamed on larger 

forces. A crisis, we are told, should never go to waste. 

In that vein, the Sacramento Bee editorial board blamed the Carr Fire foursquare on a man-

caused buildup of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. In an editorial headlined, “The Carr Fire is a 

terrifying glimpse into California’s future,” they write, “This is climate change, for real and in 

real time. We were warned that the atmospheric buildup of man-made greenhouse gas would 

eventually be an existential threat.” 

The Bee editorial board goes on to attack President Trump for proposing to end California’s 

exceptional waiver from federal law regarding auto emissions—in this case, California’s push to 

curtail tailpipe carbon dioxide, something never envisioned when the Clean Air Act was debated 

in 1970. At the time, the concern was pollution that directly harmed health rather than carbon 

dioxide, a naturally occurring gas exhaled by every living animal. 

The problem with the Bee’s editorial is that making a passionate argument is no substitute for the 

truth. 

In 2005 while a freshman California Assemblyman, I had the chance to visit Northern California 

and meet with the forest product industry professionals who grew, managed, and harvested trees 

on private and public lands. They told me of a worrisome trend started years earlier where both 

federal and state regulators were making it more and more difficult for them to do their jobs. As 

a result, timber industry employment gradually collapsed, falling in 2017 to half of what it was 

20 years earlier, with imports from Canada, China, and other nations filling domestic need. 

As timber harvesting permit fees went up and environmental challenges multiplied, the people 

who earned a living felling and planting trees looked for other lines of work. The combustible 

fuel load in the forest predictably soared. No longer were forest management professionals 

clearing brush and thinning trees. 

But, fire suppression efforts continued. The result was accurately forecast by my forest 

management industry hosts in Siskiyou County in 2005: larger, more devastating fires—fires so 

hot that they sterilized the soil, making regrowth difficult and altering the landscape. More 

importantly, fires that increasingly threatened lives and homes as they became hotter and more 

difficult to bring under control. 

In 2001, George E. Gruell, a wildlife biologist with five decades of experience in California and 

other Western states, authored the book, “Fire in Sierra Nevada Forests: A Photographic 

Interpretation of Ecological Change Since 1849.” Gruell’s remarkable effort compared hundreds 

of landscape photographs from the dawn of photography with photos taken from the same 

location 100 years later or more. The difference was striking. In the 1850s and 1860s, the typical 

Sierra landscape was of open fields of grass punctuated by isolated pine stands and a few 

scattered oak trees. The first branches on the pine trees started about 20 feet up—lower branches 

having been burned off by low-intensity grassfires. California’s Native American population had 

for years shaped this landscape with fire to encourage the grasslands and boost the game animal 

population. 

https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorials/article215669280.html
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorials/article215669280.html
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0878424466/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i0
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0878424466/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i0
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As the Gold Rush remade modern California, timber was harvested and replanted. Fires were 

suppressed because they threatened homes as well as burned up a valuable resource. The 

landscape filled in with trees, but the trees were harvested every 30 to 50 years. In the 1990s, 

however, that cycle began to be disrupted with increasingly burdensome regulations. The timber 

harvest cycle slowed, and, in some areas, stopped completely, especially on the almost 60% of 

California forest land owned by the federal government. Federal lands have not been managed 

for decades, threatening adjacent private forests, while federal funds designated for forest 

maintenance have been "borrowed" for fire suppression expenses.  The policies frequently 

reduce the economic value of the forest to zero. And, with no intrinsic worth remaining, interest 

in maintaining the forest declined, and with it, resources to reduce the fuel load. 

Some two decades ago, California produced so much wood waste from its timber operations, 

including brush and small trees from thinning efforts, that the resulting renewable biomass 

powered electric generating plants across the length of the state. But cheap, subsidized solar 

power, combined with air quality concerns (wood doesn’t burn as cleanly as natural gas) and a 

lack of fuel due to cutbacks in logging, led to the closure of many biomass generators. What used 

to be burned safely in power generators is now burned in catastrophic fires. Including the 

growing capture and use of landfill methane as a fuel, California’s biomass energy generation 

last year was 22% lower than it was 25 years before. 

The issue was summarized by the Western Governors’ Association in their 2006 Biomass Task 

Force Report which noted: 

…over time the fire-prone forests that were not thinned, burn in uncharacteristically destructive 

wildfires, and the resulting loss of forest carbon is much greater than would occur if the forest 

had been thinned before fire moved through. …failing to thin leads to a greater greenhouse gas 

burden than the thinning created in the first place, and that doesn’t even account for the avoided 

fossil fuel greenhouse gas emissions due to the production of energy from the forest thinnings. In 

the long term, leaving forests overgrown and prone to unnaturally destructive wildfires means 

there will be significantly less biomass on the ground, and more greenhouse gases in the 

atmosphere. 

The Sacramento Bee editorial concludes with a stark warning: “California must plan now for 

these and other aspects of global warming, as more of the state becomes too hot, too dry, or too 

fire- or flood-prone to safely live in, and as more of the world braces for the era of climate 

refugees.” 

Whether global climate change is a problem that can be solved by California is a dubious 

proposition—one year’s worth of emission growth in China is greater than California’s total 

emissions. But the action needed to reduce the state’s growing forest fire threat would be the 

same regardless of one’s belief in any problems posed by climate change: start managing our 

forests again. 

Chuck DeVore is Vice President of National Initiatives at the Texas Public Policy Foundation. 

He was a California Assemblyman and is a Lt. Colonel in the U.S. Army Retired Reserve. This 

article first appeared in the in the July 30, 2018 issue of Forbes Magazine and was reposted in in 

various media this past week. 

  

http://www.energy.ca.gov/almanac/renewables_data/biomass/
http://calforests.org/download/biomass-task-force-report-2/
http://calforests.org/download/biomass-task-force-report-2/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PLEASE SEE FOLLOWING PAGES   

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 SUPPORT COLAB!                                                                                                                            

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE LAST PAGE BELOW 

 

  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
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MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 

 

  

 

 

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB FORUM 

 

  

DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

See the presentation at the link: https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA    

  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
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AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

  

NATIONAL RADIO AND TV COMMENTATOR HIGH HEWITT AT COLAB DINNER  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVqOPwpNTdAhWPCDQIHaC7AVYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/hugh-hewitt/&psig=AOvVaw2KgvCuZhnzSimJIDCbQjwj&ust=1537900749442226
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