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ALERT                        
COUNTY TO CORRECT BROWN ACT VIOLATION  

TUESDAY MORNING JANUARY 13, 2015                        

SPECIAL PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION  

PUBLIC WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK 

SHORTLY AFTER  9:00 AM  

 

LATE ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON JANUARY 9, 2015 THE COUNTY PUBLISHED AN 

ADDENDUM TO ITS  REGULAR TUESDAY JANUARY 13, 2015 AGENDA: 

Additions, subtractions and corrections to the Board of Supervisors Agenda 

FROM: 

County Counsel / Rita L. Neal - 781-5400 

DATE: 

1/13/2015 

SUBJECT: 

Accept public comment on the agenda items from the special meeting held January 5, 2015 and 

direct Chairperson to sign a letter agreeing to allow public comment at future swearing-in and 

reorganization special meetings. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Board accept public comment on the agenda items from the special 

meeting held January 5, 2015 and direct Chairperson to sign a letter agreeing to allow public 

comment at future swearing-in and reorganization special meetings. 

DISCUSSION 

On January 5, 2015, the Board held a special meeting to swear-in newly elected and re-elected 

officials and reorganize the Board by electing a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson. The Board 

Chambers were standing room only. It was a largely ceremonial proceeding with many family 

members and supporters of the officials being sworn-in. A reception was held immediately 

following the meeting. 

At no time during the meeting did any person from the public come forward to request time to 

speak and provide public comment. Following the reorganization of the Board, the meeting was 

adjourned. 

On January 6, 2015, the County received a “cease and desist” letter alleging that the Board had 

violated the Brown Act by failing to call for public comment at the special meeting. The letter’s 

threat of litigation can be barred by committing to allow public comment at swearing-in and 

reorganization special meetings in the future. 

In hindsight, we agree that public comment should have been invited. As a result, we are 

recommending that the Board accept public comment today on the agenda items from the special 

meeting. Further, in order to avoid unnecessary litigation and without admitting any violation, it 

is recommended that the Board direct the Chairperson to sign the attached letter (Attachment A) 

to the complainant. 

Clearly the County Counsel recognizes the vulnerability of the Board of Supervisors to be fined 

by the State’s Fair Political Practices commission (FPPC) for failing follow the law and its own 

adopted Rules of Procedure. The “fact” that no one came forward is a red herring. The room was 

over packed in violation of the Fire Code (no radio equipped  uniformed  San Luis Obispo City 

duty firefighter was present to manage the overflow crowd-the one exception to the  holding a 

meeting above room  occupancy limits) . There was no way for a citizen to request the legally 

required opportunity to speak. In fact even a Board member was cut off. When Supervisor 

Arnold attempted to explain why she was voting against Hill for Vice Chair, Gibson summarily 

cut her off: “We have already discussed this”. Perhaps she can pull a speaker slip and address the 

Board from the floor. 

Is that admitted discussion also a Brown Action Violation? County Counsel has a duty to 

investigate. 
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Los Osos civic activist Julie Tacker  protested the violation during the regular January 6
th

 

meeting public comment period. She filed the complaint which resulted in the County having to 

cure and correct its violation.  
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REMEMBER: THE REAL ISSUE IS THE APPOINTMENT OF HILL AS VICE 

CHIARMAN OF THE SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 

REMEMER THIS POSITIONS HIM FOR CHAIRMAN IN 2016. 

REMEMBER WHAT HE PUBLISHED LESS THAN ONE YEAR AGO.HE 

CHARACTARIZED CONSITUENTS AND CITIZENS OF THE COUNTY : 

Adam Hill Letter/Jan 16, 2014, SLO New Times 

 Who is susceptible to conspiracy-theory thinking? 

Adam Hill - San Luis Obispo County supervisor, San Luis Obispo - 

Not only the superficially educated and narrow-minded, not only bumpkins with bad breath and 

worse teeth, not only the gullible and aggrieved, not only those who are nostalgic for a past that 

never was, not only those who are afraid of losing control—the fire-breathers, the weapons-

collectors, wearers of bespoke body armor, anonymous online trollers, lovers of Ayn Rand 

novels for whom the gift of literacy is truly wasted, not only the teacher’s pets from cardio-

prayer class, and the self-appointed scolds of free speech and the memorizers of parables about 

power … 

Not only them, and not only the emotionally obese whose dreams are scarily self-tunneling and 

find themselves most alive when watching themselves rerun on the government channel late at 

night while wearing a human mask … 

Not only the sufferers of psychosomatic persecutions who use their cats as food tasters, not only 

the scavengers of propaganda, not only the depressed and bed-crazy, not only those who hear 

voices in other people’s heads, not only the owners of 66 books on terror, not only those who 

crowd their homes with canned goods and medical salts, not only the connoisseurs of cartoon 

porn, not only those with ominous hair and gnawing vendettas against the IRS, not only proudly 

unregistered voters or voters registered to parties with serpents in their logo … 

Not only them, and not only the over-medicated who’ve barricaded themselves behind an 

alternative reality as a way to hide from their own damaged lives and turn to AM radio for the 

comforts of hate and heart-worming pet tales … 

And not only the adrift and the paranoid and the resentful, not only the rural white, not only the 

panicky liars, not only racists and anti-Semites, not only those who speak in spittled spurts about 

the Constitution, not only the no-longer-employable-work-from-homers, not only the smelling-

impaired, not only those who would never donate their organs to strangers, not only defunct 

politicians, not only the fanatics, not only those who fear world music … . 

  Remember, under the rules of procedure any Board Member on the prevailing side of the 

vote to appoint Hill, could move for reconsideration. 



5 
 

 

 A reprised discussion now will not ,of course, interfere with a festive and celebratory swearing 

in ceremony. 

   

 


